CONTRIBUTING TO BIODIVERSITY TAKES THE GEOWEB ROUTE

Going green generally means practicing an ecologically responsible lifestyle and decision making which can help protect the
environment and sustain its natural resources for current and future generations. If actions such as turning off lights and electronics
when not in use or opting for products made from recycled materials appear economically and environmentally self evident, the
benefits of choosing right species for greening home gardens or residential landscapes are often less apparent especially for genera-
tions grown-up in places that have been stripped from native vegetation. Indeed, in a context of increasing extension of urban
landscapes, residential and development areas still contain a significant proportion of specific biodiversity that can be managed for
the valuation of cultural heritage, economic development as well as for the restoration of threatened species occurring outside the
network of protected areas. In these circumstances, collective knowledge about the value, specificity and ecology of surrounding
fauna and flora becomes crucial since individual and collective decisions that will be made during the next decade are likely to
shape for a long period, if not indefinitely, the services that will be possible to benefit from. Recently, collaborative Web tools
handling geographic data have shown a great potential for gathering and sharing biodiversity data. This approach has been started
and exemplified by the development of citizen sciences Web platforms involving individual volunteers or networks of volunteers
in different projects including bird nest watching or the San Francisco urban map project where citizen contribute mapping and
measuring San Francisco’s urban trees on a website (http://www.urbanforestmap.org/).
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Figure 2. Form for recording polygons Flgure 3. Two recordid polygons
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Oother entries such as "Common name", "Evaluation" and
"Comment", are optional. Clicking on the title shows and hides
the corresponding forms. For the Diameter at breast height
(DBH) value, the tree circumference instead of diameter can be
entered after clicking on "Diameter at breast height (DBH)".
Comments are limited to 300 words. The common names need
to be associated to a country where they are in usage. The button
“Validate™ can only be pressed tree scientific name and position
are given and confirmed by green ticks.

The location of a new tree is indicated
by moving on the on the map a red
symbol (Figured) that appears after
pressing the “New tree” button. Once
the red symbol is on the desired
position and no other tree is on the
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button and a green tick sign should ;
appear. Recording a tree you to assign AT R e

a scientific name. The form for EER DR
scientific names is displayed by click-ing  on  "Scientific
name". On the form, select a name level, enter the correspond-
ing name part and click on “Check” to verify if the name exists
in the Pericopsis database (Figure 5). If yes, a green tick should
appear. If not, you need first to enter your name in the database.
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Figure 5. Example: checking if Acacia mangium is in the database
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Figure 6. Example where Shorea leprosula is not in the

database. The name is entered using the International plant
Name Index form.




